
“Books are keys to 

wisdom’s treasure; 

 

Books are gates to lands of 

pleasure; 

 

Books are paths that 

upward lead; 

 

Books are friends. 

Come,let us read.” 

 -Emilie 

     Poulsson- 

“Something magical can happen when 
you read a good book.” 

  -J.K.  
 
 
“Something very magical can 
happen when you read a good 
book.” 
  -J.K. Rowling- 
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Enjoy a wonderful summer of reading! 
Mrs. Hall, Mr. Kelley, Mr. Meyer, and 

Mrs. Westerlund 
  

Book Suggestions 
 

If you are having a difficult time find-
ing a second book choice, you might 
want to try one of these. These 
books were all selected to be a part 
of our Birbery Reading Program dur-
ing 2016, 2017, and 2018. 
 
Small Spaces by Katherine Arden 

(2019 Birbery Winner) 
The Charmed Children of Rookskill 
Castle by Janet Fox 

(2017 Birbery Winner) 
The Ethan I was Before by Ali Standish 
Last Day on Mars by Kevin Emerson 
See You in the Cosmos by Jack Cheng 
Hunger by Donna Jo Napoli 
Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed 
Black Panther: The Young Prince by Ro-
land Smith  
Last Pick by Jason Walz 
Ending: The Last by Katherine Applegate 
Knockout by K.A. Holt 
The Doughnut Fix by Jessie Janowitz 
The Unforgettable Guinevere St. Clair by 
Amy Makechnie 
Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cac-
tus by Dusti Bowling 
Her Right Foot by Dave Eggers 
All’s Faire in Middle School by  
Victoria Jamiesen 
Scar Island by Dan Gemeinhart 
Tumble and Bumble by Cassie Beasley 
Beyond the Bright Sea by Lauren Wolk 
The Secretkeepers by Trenton Lee 
Stewart 
All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook 
by Leslie Connor 
Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli 
Bud not Buddy  and Elijah of Buxton by 
Christopher Paul Curtis 
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town by 
Kimberly Willis Holt 
Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by 

Stacy McAnulty 

 

We look forward to seeing 
you at 

Destination Derby  
August 21, 2019 



Welcome to summer and  

reading for pleasure! 

We believe that learning is a year-round 

endeavor, and that summer vacation pre-
sents unique opportunities for our stu-

dents to develop into better readers.  

With these beliefs as our guide, we have 

designed a program of summer reading 

for incoming sixth grade readers that is 

intended to motivate them to love and 

enjoy reading independently.  Statistics 

show that children who read during 

school breaks, particularly the longer 
summer break, retain their reading skills 

that might otherwise be lost. It has also 

been proven that the middle school years 

are critical in developing lifelong reading 

habits. 

FOR PARENTS-Education is a partner-

ship, and your encouragement, involve-

ment and support are an important com-

ponent of your child’s success.  Thank 
you for your help in promoting a love of 

reading.  We suggest that you set aside 

some time during the day for the family 

to read.  In this way you can provide an 

appropriate environment for reading to 

occur, but most importantly you will pro-

vide a good role model for your children. 

With the right book, the right setting, and 
a little incentive, the reading habit can be 

sustained and growth in reading can be 

maintained during the summer months.  

 

6th grade 
Required Reading:  

 
Refugee by Alan Gratz 
(2018 Birbery Winner) 

Complete Pre-Reading and Three  
Journeys insert 

 

AND 
 

2. A book of your own choice. 

 
Active Reading 

What is an active reader?   
An active reader comprehends what he/
she reads and connects it to his/her own 
life.  As you read Refugee and your book 
of choice, try to become engaged in your 
reading, and keep these five strategies in 
mind: 
 
Predict  Try to figure out what might 
happen next; then read on to see how ac-
curate your predictions were.   
 
Visualize  Pictur e in your  mind the  
people, places and events being described 
to help you understand what is happening. 
 
Connect  Connect personally with what 
you’re reading.  Think about experiences 
that you  have had, heard about, or read 
about and how they are similar to or  
different from what is happening in the 
book. 
 
Question Ask questions about what you 
are reading.  What is happening?  Why? 
How?  All of these questions will help 
you feel closer to what you’re reading. 
 
Clarify  Review your  understanding of 
what you read.  Do this by summarizing, 
identifying the main ideas, making infer-
ences and drawing conclusions.  If you 
need to,  reread and use a reference book 
such as a dictionary. 
 
Evaluate  For m opinions about what 
you read, both while reading and after 
you’ve finished.  Develop your own ideas 
and support them from what you’ve read.   
 

1. Create a journal as if you were 
the main character. 

2. Create a newspaper reporting 
on the major news/characters 
from the book. 

3. Write a new ending for the  
     story or add another chapter.  
4. Write a children’s picture 
      book version of your novel. 
5. Write a book review that gives 

your book a thumbs up or 
thumbs down.  Give specific 
reasons why you chose the  

     rating. 
6.  Write a letter to the author of   
     your novel detailing your 
     favorite parts and ideas      
     that you have for the author. 
7. Create a technology project  
     using a web 2.0 tool such as: 
        *Glogster (www.glogster.com) 
        *Animoto (www.animoto.com) 
        *Powerpoint/GoogleSlides 
 


